PREFACE
THERE is a story told of a certain English poet, who, as an
undergraduate at Oxford, was compelled to undergo an examina-
tion in Divinity. His upbringing had not included a study of
the Bible; and his preparation for the examination had been
wofully inadequate. When, therefore, he was asked to translate
from the Greek Testament the passage describing the ship-
wreck of St. Paul, he read it for the first time. After he had
translated a few verses with tolerable success, one of the
examiners announced that that would do. 'No, sir, it will not
do,' was the surprising answer, 'I want to know what happened
to the beggar.' Its irreverence and impudence apart, nothing
could have been more admirable than that rejoinder. It was
wholly in keeping with the spirit of the Greeks; and it is to be
hoped that this book will be read, and the study'of Greek
civilization further pursued by those who read it, with'the same
vigorous zest for inquiry.
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